
NEWS UPDATE

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency announced new

standards to limit the public’s
exposure to PFAS chemicals in

drinking water



Safe
Drinking

Water Act

More protection
for women,
infants, children,
and pregnant
people

First new federal
drinking water
standards in
over 20 years

Lower rates
of cancer
and other
diseases

Healthier
homes with
less toxics at
the tap

LIMITING PFAS: STANDARDS MATTER

The new standards will lead to safer
drinking water and better health outcomes,
especially for women and children.



LIMITING PFAS: STANDARDS DEFINED

EPA set legal limits for six PFAS chemicals
known to be toxic to human health and
the environment.

PFOA and PFOS: 4 parts per trillion (ppt), individually
PFNA, PFHxS, and GenX: 10 ppt, individually
PFNA, PFHxS, GenX, and PFBS: hazard index of 1.0 

To learn more about the
standards, check out the
Resources section of the
PFAS Exchange,
including a visual guide
to the hazard index.
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LIMITING PFAS: SCIENCE IN ACTION

Over the years, EPA has lowered its
advisory levels for PFAS in drinking water,
as growing evidence has shown toxic
effects at lower levels of exposure.
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By regulating six different PFAS, the
standards represent a step toward
regulating PFAS as a class. Future action
will be needed to address the thousands
of other known PFAS chemicals.

LIMITING PFAS: MANY CHEMICALS, ONE RU﻿LE? 

These standards come
after years of action from
researchers, advocates,
water systems, and
communities. 



Tap into drinking water resources
Find out where your tap water comes from. Explore
online tools like the PFAS Exchange to learn more about
PFAS, connect with community groups, and interpret
your tap water results.

Support your water system

Turn off the tap on PFAS

Get involved with a local water quality organization and
let your local elected officials know that you support
efforts to protect water quality.

Support the use of fluorine-free firefighting foams and
PFAS-free consumer products.  

Here are some ways you can engage with
the new standards.

LIMITING PFAS: GET INVOLVED 



PFAS Exchange: www.pfas-exchange.org

Silent Spring Institute:
www.silentspring.org/drinkingwater

Environmental Working Group:
www.ewg.org/tapwater

EPA: www.epa.gov/pfas

LIMITING PFAS: ADDITIONAL LINKS

Visit the PFAS Exchange and other online
resources to learn more about PFAS and
drinking water.

https://pfas-exchange.org/
http://www.silentspring.org/drinking-water
https://www.ewg.org/tapwater/
https://www.epa.gov/pfas

